Unideatified Flying - Objects
and caused quite a stir 3 the
community at the time.

A story which appeared in-
the Daily Times on March 18 -
of that year described the in-
cident: “For the third con-
secutive day flying saucers
have been reported over
Farmington. And on each of
the three days, their arrival
here was reported between 11
a.m. and noon. Three persons
called the Daily
tu report seeing
jects in the: air-

at
the time, and Edward
Brooks, an employee of the
ferry Smoak garage, re-
purted seeing a red object in,
the sky.

According to the story,
Brovks had been a B-29 tai

und “he was positive
Jects sighted were
planes.” Brooks stated
*'the very maneuvering of the
thungs couldn’t be that of
todern aircraft.”

John Bloomfield, another
“mployee of Smoak’s garage,
said the objects he saw trav-

said that- the objects fre-
quently made - right-angle
turns.

“They appeared to be com-
g at each other head-on,”
he said. At the last second,
vile would veer at right an-
gles upward, the other at
right angles downward. One
saucer would pass
and unmediately the one to
(he rear would zoom into the
lead.”

Marlo Webb, a former
nuayor of Farmington, and in

0 a garage employee, said’ .

the objects to the naked eye
appeared to be about eight in-
ches in diameter as seen
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from de- for sure. I just don’t'know. rumors about something Force, which from 1948 to
scribed them as about.the. Now there were stories going . : Air 1969 investigated UFO sight-
size of a dinner plate. - around about it being cotton Force or visitors from outer ings has. no record of the
‘“.dey- flew sideways, on floating in the air, but this- space and so on.” Farmington sightings,
edge and at every con-- was not cotton. Thess were ' Another account came strangely enough. That news
ceivable angle,” Webb said in  some kind of aircraft going at- from- F. r,. came from Edwin Coffee, as-
1950 interview. “This is very high speed.” head of the Farmington unit sistant branch chief at the
what made it easy' to de Boddy estimates. there' of the Soil Conservation Ser- Modern Mili
termine that-they were: " were 50 to 100 objects. “We vice in 1950. Thatcher said he  Branch at the National
2 contacted the Air. Force m.m“‘:hgnpdm Am;:;msv(mo.c £
Clayton Boddy, a Farm- they.denied everything."They of a- number ying. craft uebook, which
ington businessman, said in a  said it didn’t happen.” - and said if it had been a B-29 should have those sightings,
recent interview that he had Boddy, who laughs about it would have been 20,000 feet -doesn’t,” he said. “‘There was
seen the'objects. “I haven't: the sighting now, said that he high and travelling more.” a reported sighting near
the faintest idea what the takes it all in stride becayse than 1,000 miles per hour. Sandia - Base- near Albu-
oot o T

things were,” he said. “T've

always minimized it (the: did, then

sightings) because it was un-
usual

Boddy

being ““a very bright day, so
we could see very clearly.
The sun would reflect off the
objects — they were silver in
color. They had a leader
which had a reddish color to
| A

Boddy said that he gets in«

quiries from around the

world about the sighting.
“I've gotten letters from all
over,” he said. "I tell them

what [ saw, but as far as.

saying they were
or not, I am not going to say

“I’m not a professional en-
‘gineer,” he said at the time,

querque at about that time,

but [ have i king
under me and [ know how to
work out a rough trian-
gulation on.an object.”
Thatcher said that the ob-
jects were not pieces of cot~

ton fuzz floating in the at- -

mosphere. “It was not cot-
ton,” he said. “I saw several
pieces of cotton fuzz floating
around in the air at the time,
but I was not sighting on any
cotton.”

Thatcher has since moved
to Las Vegas, N.M., and
talked briefly about the 1950
sightings. “It wasn’t nor-
mal,” he said of the aircraft.

Thatcher said that some of
the townspeople who had
seen the UFOs were of the
opinion there was nothing to
the story. He said it was like
“the farmer looking at a
zebra and saying there’'s no
such animal.”

The’ United States Air

but nothing reported in
Farmi "
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An Air Force spokesman in

B
h

5d

project had not really proven
anything of significance.
“One, no UFO reported, in-
vestigated and evaluated by
has ever been
ive an indication

g
¢
i

5]
®
'5'3

%
i

thed
QRE
i

1]

:
i
£
g
¢

!
‘sziﬁi

E

i
extraterrestrial vehi-

Bob Warth, president of the
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. Society for the: [nvestigation

of the Unexplained, located in

New Jersey, did find some in-
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He said that 3,000 citizens
observed groups of discs
“flying si .

time; possi-
bly they are from other
worlds and are here for our
protection and to observe our
progress.”

The sightings of the UFOs
in Farmington may never be
And they

may never be proven one

lieve they saw something and
that it was very much out of
the ordinary. It will most
likely go down in UFO hi

as just another sighting,
along with the thousands of
other sighti around the
country and around the world
since 1948.




